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SENATOR WICKERSHAM: Thank you, Madam President. You walk out
in the Rotunda and things get shuffled around, and sometimes 
it's a little bit difficult to get reoriented. But I think 
we're back to where we were at about 11:30 this morning. We've 
got some nicknames for various members of the Chamber. I'm 
wondering if we won't have to now call Senator Brown "the Omaha 
shuffler." I don't know. (Laughter.) I do kind of wish this 
issue would shuffle off to Buffalo, where it may be more 
appropriate. But the issue that is now before us is whether, in 
a broad-based, whether we can grant home rule charter counties 
through merger or consolidation. I'm assuming that the language 
"through merger or consolidation" is mandatory, and that it 
would subsume within that language the merger of a county with a 
municipality, much in the structure of the amendment that was 
withdrawn, but without any process that's defined, without any 
protection for the individuals who might be subjected to that 
merger as we've crafted into 45CA. I, frankly, cannot imagine 
why, after the deliberations that we have had on 45CA and the 
discussions that we have had about our concerns of protecting 
the minorities, about assuring that persons are not unduly 
subjected to tax burdens, that we would adopt what Senator Brown 
is now proposing. And how we should be called upon to address 
this kind of an issue at this moment, I think, is quite 
frankly...we've spent...it seems to me that we have spent enough 
time on this, and I hope that the body rejects Senator Brown's 
amendment.
PRESIDENT ROBAK: Thank you, Senator Wickersham. Senator Lynch.
Senator Lynch. Senator Chambers.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Madam President, members of the Legislature,
there is not a lot of wording to this amendment, so it shouldn't 
be too difficult to explain what it says. The key words are 
"including the creation of home rule charter counties through 
merger or consolidation." That seems very innocuous, but I want 
to get the wording before it. On page 4, line 14, after 
"government" so I'm going to start reading in line 13, "The 
Legislature may provide for the merger or consolidation o* 
counties or other local governments, including the creation of 
home rule charter counties through merger or consolidation." 
I'd like to ask my friend, "the shuffler," a question.
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